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SNU in Tokyo
[E1] Abe Yoshihiro, Department of Law

Through this discussion, I can share some important topics with Korean
students. I have some Korean friends in Japan and in Korea, but we usually tend to
avoid the sensitive topics between two countries such as territorial issues or the

problems of the attitudes toward our history.

I found one thing especially difficult. There are a variety of opinions in Korea
and things are almost the same here in Japan. I felt happy because Korean
members basically seem to present a big interest to Japan. On the other hand, some
think that Japan hasn’t given the enough apologizes and isn’t a good country. The
government always has to consider a variety of opinions, which makes it almost
impossible to produce satisfaction of the entire nation. Including this event, almost
all the Korean people whom I've met before were those who have relatively good
impressions to Japan, so the situations must be much harder. I don’t have the clear
solution to this kind of problem, but will continue to engage it because I strongly

believe that conflicts between Korea and Japan produce nothing beneficent.

Also, I found the importance of China. We talked about that and some Korean
members seemed to regard China as a very important actor as we Japanese people
do or more. Adding one more country makes the relation more complicated but more
favorable to stabilize, I think. I'd like to keep the more perspectives because it is not

enough only to consider bilateral relationship.

I would like to appreciate everyone related to this great opportunity, that is,
organizers, SUN participants, and UT participants, as one of the members of
English team 1. I have little experiences of taking part in this kind of discussion so I
can learn a lot of things not only about the topic itself but also some manners to
develop each other’s opinion or to express what we think more effectively. I'd like to
make a good use of it in the next opportunities. I hope this activity continues, which

makes more and more students obtain the fruitful experiences with Korean friends.
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Yanai Yuya [E2]

Literature -3

I applied to this program for three reasons. At first, I wanted to know how much I could
express my opinion in English to those who did not know Japanese. Next, I had an
interest in studying abroad in English area, so I wanted to seize the opportunity to
practice English. At last, I wanted to make friends with Korean students.

There were four discussion teams: two English teams, one Korean and one Japanese
team. I participated in English team and the discussion theme was about studying
abroad, so I could work on it feeling a great interest.

For the discussion, we contacted with team members using a mailing list, and some
members met in order to discuss how to facilitate the discussion.(In fact, I couldn’t attend
the meeting.)

I felt a little nervous before the discussion because I was anxious about my English
skill and I did not prepare well for the discussion because the date of the discussion was
August 2m, two days after the examination term. But, fortunately, arriving at the venue,
Korean students talked to me and I could make friends with them before the discussion. I
was surprised that many Koreans knew some Japanese, and some Koreans spoke
Japanese fluently. It helped us communicate smoothly.

In the discussion, although the room was a little noisy because four teams discussed at
the same time, thanks to the facilitator, everyone actively expressed his/her opinion.
After the group discussion, one of the members presented the summary in their
discussion language.

After presenting the summary, we had a party there. There was no chair, so we could
move freely in order to communicate with many people.

I recommend this program to those who are not confident with English skill but want
to make friends with Korean students. If you participate in this program, you will like

Korea and Korean students more.
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